psoriatic arthritis, and compare this with the observed frequency in patients with rheumatoid arthritis.
Sera from 14 patients with psoriatic arthritis and 13 patients with rheumatoid factor positive arthritis, fulfilling American Rheumatism Association criteria for definite or classical rheumatoid arthritis, were examined for the presence of antikeratin antibodies using the method described by Young et al. 3 Estimation of rheumatoid factor titre was carried out by an enzyme linked immunosorbent assay.
None of the 14 patients with psoriatic arthritis had identifiable antikeratin antibodies or significant levels of rheumatoid factor. Of the patients with rheumatoid disease, four of 13 were positive for antikeratin antibodies including, most notably, the two patients with highest titres of rheumatoid factor (336 and 304 IU/I respectively). These results are in accord with the finding of both a high specificity of antikeratin antibodies for rheumatoid arthritis, and the observed correlation between antibody level and disease activity;4 they certainly do not support a role for them in the pathogenesis of psoriatic arthritis. This book is the fifth in a series aimed at satisfying a need perceived by the editors for a series of textbooks devoted to subspecialties within dermatology, and is aimed ambitiously both at the clinician and at the researcher. The book is undoubtedly comprehensive, although I found the order in which the sections appear a little baffling: I had always been taught to think of the epidemiology of a disease before the clinical features, but perhaps that is a personal quirk. As such, the information contained within the book is potentially invaluable-the problem is finding it. I tested the index by listing 10 items I felt to be relevant: streptococcus, arthritis mutilans, sacroiliitis, geographic tongue, and alopecia as 'clinical' topics, and phosphodiesterase, calmodulin, T lymphocytes, extracorporeal photochemotherapy, and epidermal differentiation as 'research' topics. Only two of these items are listed in the index at all! This makes it impossible to recommend the book as a reference source, which is unfortunate because reading through it is interesting, rewarding, and at times provocative.
As always with edited collections of contributions from many authors the standard varies. It seems odd that references are listed in at least three different styles, and it is very rare that any reference later than 1983 is found. I suspect the book has been overlong in gestation. In general 
